
April 04 2021 (click for audio)
Easter Sunday

It’s Sunday the 4th of April and today, from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, billions of 
Chris ans are celebra ng the greatest event in human history:

... the resurrec on of Jesus Christ from the dead. Happy Easter everyone!

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-center my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach

Lord I come to You today of all days with fresh hope. Speak to me now as I spend this me with You 

and let the reality of Your resurrec on dispel despair and reawaken the love song of my life in you.

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to rejoice in an ancient prophecy of God’s victory, joining with the praise of all God’s people 
in the words of Psalm 118...

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
you have become my salva on.
The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
let us rejoice today and be glad.
Psalm 118:21-24 (NIVUK) 

Pause and pray
I’m pre y sure there’s never, in my life me, been a year when the message of Easter was more 
poignant, more needed and more relevant than it is today. And so I celebrate the wonder of Christ’s 
resurrec on with the words of the apostle Paul:

‘Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your s ng?’
The s ng of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:55-58

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JAN-2gLEd85K20F9lm51NZt5B3qTdzDQ/view?usp=sharing


Our Lec o 365 series, God on Mute, has been, ‘all about ques ons: ques ons of the heart (“How am I 
going to get through this?”), ques ons of the head (“Why aren’t my prayers being answered?”), and 
ques ons of the soul (“Where are you God?”). On Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, 
we ask such things again and again. But then, on Easter Sunday, the tables are turned. Now it is Jesus 
coming at us with ques ons, not to test but to heal us.

Jesus’ ques on for Mary Magdalene, “Why are you crying?” (John 20:13) targeted her pain. His 
ques on for the two men on the road to Emmaus, “What are you discussing?. . . Don’t you 
understand?” (Luke 24:17–25), targeted their confusion. His ques on to the disciples, “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?” (Luke 24:38), targeted their crisis of faith. And then 
He cooked breakfast for Peter and asked him a ques on that targeted his guilt: “Do you truly love 
me?” (John 21:15). *
*Pete Greig, God on Mute, p376

Do I hear Jesus asking me these ques ons too?

Ask
First, I hear Jesus asking me the ques on He asked Mary Magdalene on that first Easter morning: ‘Why
are you crying?’ I answer Him now. 

Pause and pray
Next I hear Jesus asking me the ques on He asked the couple on the road to Emmaus on that first 
Easter a ernoon: ‘What are you discussing? Don’t you understand?’ I talk to Him now about the 
things that confuse me. 

Pause and pray
Now I hear Jesus asking me the ques on He asked the disciples in the upper room: ‘Why are you 
troubled, and why do you doubt?’ How do I respond?

Pause and pray
Finally, I hear Jesus asking me the ques on He asked Peter three mes on the shores of Galilee: ‘Do 
you love me? Do you love me? Do you love me?

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the apostle Paul’s celebra on of the resurrec on, I open my ears to hear Your word, and 
my heart to yield to Your will once again.

‘Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your s ng?’
The s ng of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 



because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:55-58

Easter means that my ‘labor in the Lord is not in vain’. It means that one day all my ques ons will be 
answered, all my tears will be dried, and all things will be reconciled in Christ. It means that love wins 
and death dies, hearts heal and tears dry, fears flee and faith flies, pain ends and hopes arise.  

One of the first Chris an communi es on earth to welcome the dawn of this day is the Melanesian 
Brotherhood on the Solomon Islands in Papua New Guinea. They are an Anglican religious order with 
a very beau ful prayer that celebrates the new light and the new life of this day:

‘Look: the hills and the valleys shine with promises
And every burning morning is a prophecy of Christ.
He is coming to raise, forgive, and to heal
Open wide your lives and forever
love, not fear, those you meet’ **
**From the Melanesian Brotherhood  - adapted from Thomas Merton: A Book of Hours, Notre Dame, 
2007

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer

I bow the knee today to the resurrected Son of God, an cipa ng His return and echoing the words of 

one of the greatest Easter hymns, wri en by Swiss minister Edmond Budry, 

‘Thine be the glory
Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory
Thou o'er death hast won

Lo! Jesus meets us
Risen from the tomb
Lovingly, He greets us
Sca ers fear and gloom
Let the church with gladness
Hymns of triumph sing
For her Lord now liveth
Death hath lost its s ng

No more we doubt Thee
Glorious Prince of life
Life is naught without Thee
Aid us in our strife
Make us more than conquerors



Through Thy deathless love
Bring us safe through Jordan
To Thy home above

Thine be the glory
Risen conquering Son
Endless is the victory
Thou o'er death hast won’

Yielding Promise

And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me says in 1 

Peter 1:

...though now for a li le while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that the proven genuineness of your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire – may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.’ 
1 Peter 1:6-7

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.




