
March 30 2021 (click for audio)
Never Too Late

Today is Tuesday the 30th of March in the season of Lent. This week we are concluding our God on 
Mute series and preparing our hearts for Easter.
Together we will pray (P.R.A.Y.) very simply each day – ‘P’: PAUSING to be s ll. ‘R’: REJOICING with a 
Psalm and REFLECTING on a Scripture. ‘A’: ASKING God to help us and others and ‘Y’: YIELDING to His 
will in our lives, come what may.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-center my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach

Jesus, as I join You on Your journey to Calvary, give me eyes to perceive You in the shadows of my 

circumstance, faith to believe in Your perfect plan, and grace to receive Your mercies anew. Lord, carry

me through the darkness of these difficult days to the life and light to come.

Rejoice and Reflect
Today I join in the ancient cry of all God’s people echoing the longing and lament of Psalm 130...

I am coun ng on the Lord;
yes, I am coun ng on him.
I have put my hope in his word.
I long for the Lord
more than sentries long for the dawn,
yes, more than sentries long for the dawn.
Psalm 130:5-6

Pause and pray
It was probably on the Tuesday of Holy week that Judas Iscariot agreed to betray Jesus. I imagine him 
glancing around nervously as he slips away from the other disciples, and the 30 coins jangling in his 
pouch as he returns…

Then one of the Twelve – the one called Judas Iscariot – went to the chief priests and asked, 
‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?’ So they counted out for him thirty 
pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
Ma hew 26:14-16

Why did Judas do it? What was his mo ve in betraying Jesus? This ques on ma ers because I am 
some mes more like Judas than Jesus. Perhaps it was disappointment that Jesus was not living up to 
his expecta ons? Was he trying to force Jesus’ hand? Or maybe it was shame – Ma hew tells us that 
this incident happened just a er Judas was rebuked by Jesus for despising the woman who washed his
feet with perfume. Or perhaps his mo ve was mere greed. As treasurer, Judas had misappropriated 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ahBYv6-cO-jOW-Dpo9fJrk0zFGEpfciQ/view?usp=sharing


funds, and thirty pieces of silver was the price of a slave in Exodus 21, and of a field in the me of 
Jesus (Acts 1:18).

Ask
Have I ever been secretly disappointed with Jesus? Do I ever try to force His hand? Have I some mes 
felt bypassed by the Lord? Am I more mo vated by material things than by spiritual ones? Are there 
areas of compromise I’m jus fying to myself?

‘Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is 
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlas ng.’ (Ps. 139:13-24)

Pause and pray

I pray now for those I know who have le  the Lord because they are angry at Him, or because they 
have been choked by ‘the worries of this life, the decei ulness of wealth and the desires for other 
things.’(Mark 4:19).

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage I listen for a par cular word or phrase that the Holy Spirit is highligh ng to 
me today...

Then one of the Twelve – the one called Judas Iscariot – went to the chief priests and asked, 
‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?’ So they counted out for him thirty 
pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
Ma hew 26:14-16

Within three days of this exchange Judas will betray Jesus with a kiss. Within four days he will realist 
the terrible and irreversible thing he has done and commit suicide. But what would have happened if 
Judas had not killed himself? What if he had held on long enough to encounter the risen Jesus and to 
receive forgiveness - with a kiss? Would Judas not have had the most powerful tes mony of all the 
twelve? Would his preaching of the gospel not have saved countless people down the ages who 
considered their sins too great for grace?

No ma er what I have thought and said and done, no ma er how broken I may feel and how hopeless
my situa on may currently appear, it’s never too late for God, and no sin is ever too great for his love.

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer

Lord, I surrender my sense of shame today, and receive hope in the places I feel hopeless, praying the 

famous words of that former slave trader John Newton:

‘Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me



I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind but now I see

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come
T'was Grace that brought me safe thus far
And Grace will lead me home.’

Yielding Promise

And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me says in 
Jude,

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and for evermore! Amen.
Jude v24-25

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,

being true to You, in every way.

Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,

being kind to everyone I meet.

Spirit, help me to love the lost,

proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.

Amen.




