
March 27 2021 (click for audio)
Seek God’s Goodness

Today is Saturday the 27th of March and this week we are reflec ng on the final days of Jesus as part of
our Lent series and drawing on the wisdom from Pete Greig’s book God on Mute. Together we are 
reflec ng on the goodness of God in the midst of our own pain, loss and ques ons.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-centre my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father, right now, praying for me. (Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to pause and repeat, slowly, the words of Psalm 27…

The one thing I ask of the Lord—
the thing I seek most—
is to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
deligh ng in the Lord’s perfec ons
and medita ng in his Temple.
Psalm 27:4

Pause and pray
As I enter the final week of this Lent series, the countdown to Jesus’ death begins:

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus 
was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about half a litre of pure 
nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And 
the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
John 12:1-3

Bethany was where some of Jesus’ closest friends lived and here, He doesn’t have to worry about the 
events that are about to happen, or the unbelievable pressures faced by being the Son of God. Here, 
in the in macy of the dinner table, is a beau ful expression of community.
‘Do I have a place like Bethany where I can go when I’m wrestling with unanswered prayer? It could be
a place or a book or a piece of music that reminds me of all the good things God has done in the past. 
It could be a person like Lazarus whose very being makes the presence and power of God real to 
meeven when life is at its worst…’ **Pete Greig, God on Mute, p362

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dgx1mbEYw7-nd7qtgTrIXpTqX1BLCGh7/view?usp=sharing


Ask

‘Where is my Bethany? Who is the person in my life that reminds me of God’s goodness? When did I 
last spend me in that place or with that person?’*

Lord, I thank You today for pu ng people in my path who remind me of Your goodness. I name three 
of these friends now, and I ask You to bless them today.

Pause and pray
What are the stories in my community that need to be told to encourage us of God’s goodness?Lord, 
how can I create a ‘Bethany’ environment in my home or my small group.?

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your Word, and my heart to yield to Your will once 
again.

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus 
was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about half a litre of pure 
nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And 
the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
John 12:1-3

In the midst of this dinner party table, the friends of Jesus express their love and affec on in their own
specific ways: by serving, by being present and by extravagant devo on. In the same way, what good 
gi s has God given me that I can use today?

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer
I use a prayer of joyful surrender by Mother Teresa of Calcu a:

‘Dear Jesus, help me to spread your fragrance everywhere I go. Flood my soul with your spirit 
and life. Penetrate and possess my whole being so u erly that my life may only be a radiance 
of yours. Shine through me and be so in me that every soul I come in contact with may feel 
your presence in my soul. Let them look up and see no longer me, but only Jesus.’ **

**Mother Teresa of Calcu a, quoted in Pete Greig, God on Mute, p362

Yielding Promise

Today I am grateful for Your faithful promise in Psalm 23:

Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Psalm 23:6 (NIV UK)



Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the24-7 Prayer website.

https://www.24-7prayer.com/lent2021



