
March 20 2021 (click for audio)
Absence

Today is Saturday the 20th of March.  This week we are con nuing our journey through Holy Saturday 
as well as drawing wisdom from Pete Greig’s book God on Mute, as we wrestle with unanswered 
prayer and challenges in our own lives.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-centre my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father right now, praying for me. (Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to rejoice in God’s comfort today, joining with the ancient praise of all God’s people in the 
words of Psalm 42…

Why am I discouraged?
Why is my heart so sad?
I will put my hope in God!
I will praise him again—
my Savior and my God!
Psalm 42:5

Pause and pray
Eugene Peterson brings a wonderful spin to this passage in Hebrews…

God is educa ng you; that’s why you must never drop out. He’s trea ng you as dear children. 
This trouble you’re in isn’t punishment; it’s training, the normal experience of children . . . 
While we were children, our parents did what seemed best to them. But God is doing what is 
best for us, training us to live God’s holy best. At the me, discipline isn’t much fun. It always 
feels like it’s going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it’s the well-
trained who find themselves mature in their rela onship with God.
Hebrews 12:7, 10–11 MSG (emphasis added)

‘The Bible leaves me in no doubt at all that when God is silent, He is not absent—even if that’s the way
it feels . . . Mar n Luther argued that God withdraws and falls silent in order to draw me into the 
deeper rela onship with Him that is only possible when I move beyond merely outward experiences 
and purely ra onal understanding. If Luther is right, then the silence and unknowing of Holy 
Saturdayare essen al to growing deeper in my rela onship with God. The silence of God is inten onal.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X3MQifmP0bhE6EIzWemYSGmIQmR59aUq/view?usp=sharing


It is one of the great disciplines He puts on His children, “that I may share in his holiness” (Heb. 
12:10).' *
*God on Mute p. 194 Kindle Version

Ask
‘How can I really know that God is present, even when He is silent? Father, I want to thrive, not just 
survive, in this difficult season. I want to emerge from it stronger, wiser, and somehow looking a lot 
more like You. Is there any evidence, visible to me or to anyone that loves me, that He may be refining 
and maturing me through the difficult things I’m having to endure?’**
** Ibid p. 327

Father, in the quiet would you show me where You are at work in my heart and in my life?

Pause and pray
God, I’m amazed by the faithful saints who have loved and obeyed You, year in, year out, when they 
have not sensed Your presence or heard Your voice in any way. That is heroic faith! God, In the quiet I 
bring to mind someone now serving in what feels like Your silence. Would You strengthen them? 
Encourage them? Shape them more and more into your image and likeness.

What can I do to encourage them today ?

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your Word, and my heart to yield to Your will once 
again.

God is educa ng you; that’s why you must never drop out. He’s trea ng you as dear children. 
This trouble you’re in isn’t punishment; it’s training, the normal experience of children . . . 
While we were children, our parents did what seemed best to them. But God is doing what is 
best for us, training us to live God’s holy best. At the me, discipline isn’t much fun. It always 
feels like it’s going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it’s the well-
trained who find themselves mature in their rela onship with God.
Hebrews 12:7, 10–11 MSG (emphasis added)

Discipline isn’t much fun. And o en I feel cranky and uncomfortable when being stretched in new 
direc ons. But, God I long to be mature, solid and secure in You. I want Your holy best. Bring it on.

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer
I join King David in a prayer for God to search my heart:

Search me, God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me,



and lead me in the way everlas ng.
Psalm 139:23–24

Yielding Promise

And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me reminds 
me in 1 Peter 5:10 that,

…the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, a er you have suffered a 
li le while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

N.B. Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.

https://www.24-7prayer.com/lent2021



