
March 17 2021 (click for audio)
Chariots of Fire

Today is Wednesday the 17th of March.  This week we are con nuing our medita on on the Bible’s 
honesty about suffering and invita on to surrender as well as drawing wisdom from Pete Greig’s book 
God on Mute, as we wrestle with unanswered prayer and challenges in our own lives.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-centre my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father right now, praying for me.(Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to rejoice in God’s goodness today, joining with the ancient praise of all God’s people in the 
words of Psalm 27…

Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s goodness
while I am here in the land of the living.
Wait pa ently for the Lord.
Be brave and courageous.
Yes, wait pa ently for the Lord.
Psalm 27: 13-14

Pause and pray
In today’s passage, the prophet Elisha is surrounded by the army of an angry king. He’s in trouble and 
outnumbered…

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army 
with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. ‘Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?’ the 
servant asked.
‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are 
with them.’
And Elisha prayed, ‘Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all round 
Elisha.
2 Kings 6:15-17

‘There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils,” observed C. S. 
Lewis. “One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and 
unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10lMxTwTyp0j6fgs9SvU1Ciepzbwm1aJX/view?usp=sharing


or a magician with the same delight.’ *
*C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Le ers (London: Fount, 1986), 9.

Ask
‘Am I inclined to be a bit over-sensi ve to spiritual powers—perhaps blaming them for everything—or 
a bit oblivious of them instead? How might it affect my prayers and my choices if I lived today with a 
much greater awareness of the angelic realm?

As I pray in the quiet, would You open my eyes, Lord, as You opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant, to 
perceive the spiritual realm’.**
**Adapted from Pete Greig, God on Mute p. 319 Kindle Version

Pause and pray
God, I pray for the church in the Western world that has largely lost its awareness of the unseen realm
and the ba le that wages within it. Would You deliver us from an excessive and blind materialism that 
denies the spiritual reali es in our midst? Whether the powers are unjust systems and structures, or 
demonic en es, would You expose them, and give Your church the will and a way to fight.

Pause and. Pray

Yield
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your Word, and my heart to yield to Your will once 
again.

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army 
with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. ‘Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?’ the 
servant asked.
‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are 
with them.’
And Elisha prayed, ‘Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the 
servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all round 
Elisha.
2 Kings 6:15-17

There are more who are with me than who are against me. I am not alone in my struggle - not now. 
Not ever. The resources of heaven, whether I see them or not, are available to me. Nothing, nothing at
all, can separate me from Your love.

‘Thank You for the wonderful reassurance we have that, while the present warfare may be vicious, the
ul mate war has been well and truly won.’ ***
*** Ibid p. 319

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer



God, today I yield myself to You with this prayer from Ted Loder,

'O Lord, deepen my wounds into wisdom;
shape my weaknesses into compassion;
gentle my envy into enjoyment,
my fear into trust,
my guilt into honesty.
O God, gather me to be with you as you are with me.' ***

*** Ibid p. 319

Yielding Promise
And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me says in 1 
John 4:4:

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world.

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

N.B. Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.
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