
March 11 2021 (click for audio)
A Higheer Way?

Today is Thursday the 11th of March, and we are con nuing our Lent medita on on the life, death and 
resurrec on of Jesus, as well as drawing from the wisdom of Pete Greig’s book God on Mute. Together
we are reflec ng on how we can bring to God our own pain, loss and ques ons.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-center my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father, right now, praying for me. (Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to rejoice that God meets all my needs today, joining with the ancient praise of all God’s 
people in the words of Psalm 23…

‘The Lord is my shepherd; 
 I have all that I need.
 He lets me rest in green meadows;
 He leads me beside peaceful streams.
 He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
bringing honor to his name.’
Psalm 23:1-3 (NLT)

Pause and pray
Today I am reflec ng on some familiar words from the book of Isaiah:

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:8–9 (NIV UK)
‘Some mes God denies my prayers because He has something even be er for me. I breathe an 
easy amen to God’s promise through Jeremiah: “I know the plans I have for you. . . plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV 
UK).

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FkCKyCj7bcQ-PuShnHfXiHi3YMW4vay2/view?usp=sharing


My heart rises to pray with Thomas à Kempis: “O Lord, you know what is best for me. Give what you 
will, how much you will and when you will.”* 
*Thomas A Kempis, quoted in Pete Greig, God On Mute, p330**
**Pete Greig, God On Mute, p.330

Ask
‘Billy Graham’s wife Ruth said that “God has not always answered my prayers. If He had, I would have 
married the wrong man several mes!”*** With the benefit of hindsight, what passionate prayers are 
there in my past that I’m now grateful God ignored?
***Ruth Graham, quoted in Pete Greig, God On Mute, p331

Is it possible that the reason for my unanswered prayer is that God has a “higher way”? If so, I ask Him
now to help me trust His alterna ve plan, even if every fiber of my being wants something completely 
different.’****
****Pete Greig, God On Mute, p.331

Pause and pray
In the midst of personal struggle and suffering it’s not always easy to believe that God has ‘plans to 
give you hope and a future.’ Who do I know is in this place right now, whether that’s because of grief 
or sickness, financial difficul es, the breakdown of a rela onship or something else en rely?

I name them before You today, Lord, and I pray that they will not only believe Your promise to 
Jeremiah, but that they will risk receiving it for themselves.

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your Word, and my heart to yield to Your will once 
again.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:8–9 (NIV UK)

The ‘higher ways’ that God invites me to walk in almost always involve, as someone put it, ‘going 
lower’. They involve walking humbly. Loving mercy. Preferring others. Giving away power and 
influence. Even rejoicing in suffering. Decreasing, so that Jesus may increase in my life. (John 3:30) 

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer
Today, I use a prayer a ributed to an unknown soldier from the American Civil War as my own:

‘I asked for strength that I might achieve;
He made me weak that I might obey.



I asked for health that I might do greater things;
I was given grace that I might do be er things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy;

I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men;
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life;
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I received nothing that I asked for, all that I hoped for.
My prayer was answered, I was most blessed.
Amen.’*****

*****quoted in Pete Greig, God On Mute, p.331

Yielding Promise
And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me says in 
Romans that:

‘in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.’
Romans 8:28 (NIV UK)

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.

https://www.24-7prayer.com/lent2021



