
March 09 2021 (click for audio)
Bloody-minded Faith

Today is Tuesday 9th of March, and this week we are con nuing our Lent medita on on the life, death 
and resurrec on of Jesus, and learning from Pete Greig’s book God on Mute

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-center my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father, right now, praying for me. (Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to rejoice that God hears me today, joining with the ancient praise of all God’s people in the 
words of Psalm 19...

‘May the words of my mouth 
and the medita on of my heart
be pleasing to You,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.’
Psalm 19:14 (NLT)

Pause and pray
Today I am reflec ng on a defining moment in the lives of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, when 
they were commanded to worship an idol on pain of death. With extraordinary courage, they replied:

King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this ma er. If we are 
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and He will 
deliver us from your Majesty’s hand. But even if He does not, we want you to know, your 
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.
Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV UK)

‘The paradox of faith is encapsulated in this rousing speech. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
believe unequivocally that God can save them, and that God will save them. But then they add “even if
he does not… we will not serve your gods”.’ These men have complete faith for a miracle, but they also
have a sort of bloody-minded defiance should the miracle not happen.’*
*Pete Greig, God On Mute, p.326-327
Ask
‘If I could look into the future and see that my most desperate prayers are not going to be answered, 
how might it affect the choices I am making now?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cfD1uqJ78SHSKYQMKQiJZiv36RNBcnv9/view?usp=sharing


Mostly, I do believe that You are able to save me, Lord. I do have faith. But give me faithfulness too, to 
keep trus ng and worshiping defiantly even if my prayers go unanswered.’**
**Ibid, p.327

Pause and pray
Who do I know that has prayed and prayed for a miracle, but hasn’t received one yet?

I ask You, Lord, to give them an extra dose of faithfulness too. Help them to keep trus ng and 
worshiping defiantly, even if their prayers con nue unanswered.

Is there something I could do today to encourage them?

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your Word, and my heart to yield to Your will once 
again.

King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this ma er. If we are 
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and He will 
deliver us from your Majesty’s hand. But even if He does not, we want you to know, your 
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.
Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV UK)

This short speech reveals the huge difference between ‘trus ng God’, and ‘trus ng God for 
something in par cular...’
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego trusted God. Whether or not they received the miracle that they 
hoped for, they simply trusted God. Full stop.

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer
I use a prayer of surrender by Richard Foster:

‘Today, O Lord, I yield myself to You. May Your will be my delight today. May You have perfect 
sway in me. May Your love be the pa ern of my living. I surrender to You my hopes, my dreams,
my ambi ons. Do with them what You will, when You will, as You will. I place into Your loving 
care my family, my friends, my future. Care for them with a care that I can never give. I release 
into Your hands my need to control, my craving for status, my fear of obscurity. Eradicate the 
evil, purify the good, and establish Your kingdom on earth. For Jesus’ sake, Amen.’***

***Richard Foster, quoted in Pete Greig, God On Mute, p.327



Yielding Promise
And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, the Lord who loves me says in 
Proverbs that if I,

‘trust in the Lord with all my heart... He will make [my] paths straight.’
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV UK)

Closing Prayer

Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.

https://www.24-7prayer.com/lent2021



