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Costly Worship

Today is Monday the 1st of March and this week we are con nuing our journey to Easter. Lent, a 
season of reflec on, examina on and honesty, feels par cularly relevant this year.

Millions of us around the globe are experiencing the far-reaching impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In the midst of this, as we prepare to remember the sorrow of Good Friday, wrestle with the silence of
Easter Saturday and celebrate the hope of Easter Sunday, we are medita ng on the Bible together. We 
are also drawing wisdom from the book God on Mute, the story of how Pete and Sammy Greig lived 
with debilita ng illness, and the pain of unanswered prayer. If you’re interested in going deeper, 
further resources are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.

Pause
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be s ll; to breathe slowly; to re-center my sca ered senses upon the 
presence of God.

Pause and pray

Prayer of Approach
Holy Spirit, when I feel alone, I am comforted because You pray with me. When I am silenced by 
suffering, I am grateful that You pray through me. And Jesus, when I feel helpless, I am strengthened 
because You’re with the Father, right now, praying for me. (Romans 8:34)

Rejoice and Reflect
I choose to be honest with God today, joining with the ancient prayer of all God’s people in the words 
of Psalm 10...

O Lord, why do You stand so far away?
Why do You hide when I am in trouble?
Psalm 10:1

Pause and pray
‘The biblical character Job is famous for his terrible, inexplicable suffering. Eventually, right at the end 
of his tragic story… God finally speaks to Job…’ *

‘Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda on?
Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it?
On what were its foo ngs set,
or who laid its cornerstone –
while the morning stars sang together
and all the angels shouted for joy?
Job 38:4-7

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QdzA99A87brkrAV-IRXgvD0Ur_oEppb7/view?usp=sharing


‘God rolls back the clouds to unveil an awesome vision that, far from diminishing Job’s expecta ons of 
His power, renders him speechless. God’s answer to Job’s archetypal cry of “Why?” is simply, “Look at 
Me” (see Job 38–41). “My ears had heard of You but now my eyes have seen You,” cries Job in awe, as 
if his sufferings have simply evaporated (42:5). The book of Job is therefore both the most frustra ng 
and enlightening treatment of unanswered prayer in the Bible, because God’s solu on to so much 
misery is ul mately to reveal His greatness.’ *
*Pete Greig, God on Mute, p310

Ask
‘Why does God not answer Job’s actual ques ons? In what ways might God be wan ng to re-frame my
ques ons instead of answering them?

Sovereign God, I acknowledge that my life is very, very small while You are infinitely great and 
ul mately in control. I choose to focus on Your power instead of my problems today by spending a 
li le me now in worship.’ **
**Ibid, p311

Pause and pray
I think of someone I know who is asking painful ques ons of God because of their lived experience 
right now. God, speak with them. Like Job, may their ears hear Your voice and their eyes see Your 
Goodness

Pause and pray

Yield
As I return to the passage I ask myself, what tone do I think God speaks with as He replies to Job...

‘Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda on?
Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it?
On what were its foo ngs set,
or who laid its cornerstone –
while the morning stars sang together
and all the angels shouted for joy?
Job 38:4-7

It’s amazing how differently this passage reads depending on what tone I project onto God’s voice. If I 
imagine God speaking as a harsh and irritated judge, this seems like a frightening reprimand to an 
impudent subject. But, if I imagine the loving Father Jesus reveals speaking pa ently and truthfully 
with love, I receive an awe inspiring, perspec ve eleva ng reminder that God is so much greater than I
can comprehend. This God has got the whole world, and me, in His hands. 

Pause and pray

Yielding Prayer



God, I take a moment to acknowledge that You are so much greater than I could ever comprehend. I 
choose to worship You with the words of Isaac Wa ’s hymn ‘When I survey’…

‘Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ, my God. 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an off’ring far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.’

Yielding Promise
And now, as I prepare to take this me of prayer into the coming day, I hold onto the words of Psalm 
95,

‘the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the 
earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.’ (Psalm 95:3-4)

Closing Prayer
Father, help me to live this day to the full,
being true to You, in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.
Amen.

N.B. Further resources related to the God on Mute series are available from the 24-7 Prayer website.




